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God is no longer Christian activity. It 
is mere activity. The early Friends had 
a descriptive word for this. They called 
it “creaturely activity,” action unlinked 
to the Creator. In all we do we have 
always to make the link with the inner 
life. That is why Quaker experience as- 
serts that all true work of man is a mak- 
ing one of the interior Vision and the 
outward Action. 


Next, power for suffering. Our little 
communion knows a good deal about hu- 
man suffering. Our chief committee in 
Great Britain bears the name of Meeting 
for Sufferings. We have been amongst 
the suffering of men in many countries. 
We know this suffering only too well. 


But then there is the power of joy. 
The Christian man who sees the world 
as evil morally and spiritually, and who 
is not able to see through the suffering to 
the wonderful good in it, has only half 
the experience of the life in God. Those 
who pursue the path of Vision and Ac- 
tion may and will see much suffering, but 
they will also deeply rejoice at the splen- 
dor of life, and at the vast company of 
those who in every land love the Lord 
God in Jesus Christ. And thus they will 
go through life with a note of triumph— 
“walking cheerfully over the earth, an- 
swering that of God in every man.” That 
at least is our Quaker guidance. 


The Friends have much experience of 
guidance, and resort to it constantly in 
their work. That has been my greatest 
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help in committees of all kinds in the life 
of the Friends’ communion. We can 
put things down quietly and sit silent to- 
gether before God, and out of that si- 
lence become reconciled, whatever the dif- 
ferences may be. It is one of the miracles 
of the Christian life that when men are 
willing to sit down silently and pray, God 
solves the problem, and lets them go away 
in agreement and reconciliation, having 
seen together a greater truth. 


On this question of the integral life, 
seeing the Vision and doing the Action, 
the piece of Mystery conjoint to the 
piece of Duty, there are some words in 
one of the apocryphal Epistles, the Sec- 
ond of St. Clement, pointed out to me by 
that old scholar, Rendel Harris, some 
years ago, as probably authentic. It is 
said that Christ was once asked when His 
Kingdom would come. The Lord re- 
plied, “When the two shall be one, and 
that which is without as that which is 
within.” 

We have that experience in all our life 
and worship, and we know that it is true. 
As we see the Vision and do the Duty, 
translating what we know of God into 
the life of men, as we do that, the King- 
dom comes. 
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Copies of this and other leaflets setting forth the 
reality of Christian experience may be obtained from 
FRIENDS’ BOOK STORE 
302 Arch Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


PENNSBURY LEAFLET 


No. 42 


FAITH, LIFE AND WORSHIP 


What My Communion Means to Me 
CARL HEATH 


1X the Society of Friends we have al- 

ways thought much, as we understand 
and practise it, of the worship of God 
as a community ; and the longer I live the 
more profoundly I see and know that that 
worship is absolutely central to all we 
are and all we do. And for that reason 
I want to speak first of Quaker worship. 

It seems to be that.in all kinds and 
forms of worship, the worshippers, as 
they come to the place of assembly, must 
feel deeply the need to come with a spirit 


prepared. Many of my Anglican friends 


who go to early Communion know well 
what that means. And, speaking for my- 
self, I find more and more how deeply 
we need to go into the presence of God, 
for corporate worship, in this spirit of 
preparedness. 

We Quakers hold our meetings on a 
basis of silence. But please note that 
word basis. It does not imply that we 
are silent all the time. But it does mean 
that when we come before God for wor- 


ship we gather together in silence. I find 


that by that means it is more possible for 
us perhaps to reach to a spirit of collect- 
edness. An inwardness and a mental re- 
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be in less obvious ways. In these days ot 
world stress there is service for everyone, 
and our Master rewards His servants 
with His felt presence. 


F. W. Robertson well says: “Life is 
not done, and our Christian character is 
not won, so long as God has anything left 
for us to suffer or anything left for us to 


do 93 


A very rich service is rendered to our 
fellow men.when we make God real to 
them by allowing His reality in us to have 
full sway in our own lives. Those who 
have been privileged to see that wonder- 
ful painting in Keble College, Oxford, 
“The Light of the World,” should have 
a vision of the importance of a life dedi- 
cated to the service of the best of 
Masters. If we open the door of the 
Heart to Him, even though it may be 
now more or less overgrown with the 
things of earth, then there will be 
experienced in very truth a Presence in 
the midst, the reality of God. 


@ 


Pennsbury Leaflet No. 7 
Copies of this and other leaflets setting forth the 
reality of Christian experience may be obtained 
from 
FRIENDS’ BOOK STORE 


302 Arch Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


| PENNSBURY LEAFLET 


THE REALITY OF GOD'S 
PRESENCE 


WM. B. HARVEY 


HE story is told of a certain lady 

who was a great reader of history, 

and revelled in pictures illustrating 

scenes in many lands, and was equipped 

with good imaginative powers, yet had 

until more than thirty years of age trav- 
eled very little. 


Finally the time came for a trip to 
Egypt. On the way, one morning, the 
ship came to a stand-still. On going to 
the port-hole, the traveler saw the rock 
of Gibraltar within a stone’s throw, just 
as pictured and read about, but with one 
difference; it was real. So it was along 
the voyage as one aiter another of the 
points of interest became actually visible 
to the outward eye; everything was just 
as pictured in the mind, but everything 
was real instead of only imagined. 


This experience made a deep impres- 
sion on her in connection with her sense 
of the reality of God to her soul. It may 
well be to us a parable of the difference 


between thought about God and the real 
experience of Him. 
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‘‘For when [ came tnto the silent assemblies 
of God’s people I felt a secret power among 
them which touched my heart; and as I gave 


way unto it, I found the evil weakening in me 
and the good raised up.’’—ROBERT BARCLAY. 


A Quaker Meeting for Worship 
By DouGLAs V. STEERE 

I was once asked by a woman about 
the Quaker approach to life and I began 
to tell her what Quakers believed about 
the nature of men and their relation to 
God, but she cut me off abruptly with 
the assurance that she had heard a simi- 
lar ideal theory expounded by every re- 
ligious group she had ever met. “What 
I want to know,” she insisted, “is what 


you Quakers do!” What then do we do 
in Quaker worship? I can only speak 
for myself as a member of the Society 


of Friends, and I shall put it very in- 
formally and very personally. 

I attend a small meeting that feels it 
has a large gathering when it has thirty 
people present. There is a persistent 
nucleus of perhaps fifteen. We meet 
together in an old meeting-house each 
Sunday morning for an hour. I know 
nearly everyone who is there. I think 
about this meeting for worship during 
the week. I think about the people whom 
I shall meet there. I often go out to visit 
them during the week. They come to 
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visit my wife and me. We know one 
another as people, with personal prob- 
lems, political views, with special “‘con- 
cerns,” and in the course of time we 
come to know the weaknesses and the 
strengths of one another in the affairs 
of this world. On Sunday we gather 
“to know one another in that which is 
Eternal.” 

The little meeting-house where I wor- 
ship lies well out in the country. I get 
there just before eleven, enter in silence 
and sit down. There is no altar before 
me, no chancel, no choir loft, no organ. 
Only three rows of “facing benches,” 
each of the back two being slightly ele- 
vated above the one in front of it. In 
former days and in many meetings still, 
certain older Friends and some “weighty” 
Friends who have often had insights to 
share with the group sat in these benches 
facing the meeting. 

Our meetings are made up of a group 
of people gathered together in silent 
prayer. The first thing that I do is to 
close my eyes and then to still my body 
in order to get it as far out of the way 
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as Ican. Then I still my mind and let it 
open to God in silent prayer, for the 
meeting, as we understand it, is the meet- 
ing place of the worshiper with God. I 
thank God inwardly for this occasion, 
for the week’s happenings, for what I 
have learned at his hand, for my family, 
for the work there is to do, for Himself. 
And I often pause to enjoy Him. Under 
his gaze I search the week and feel the 
piercing twinge of remorse that comes 
at this, and this, and this, and at the 
absence of this, and this, and this. Under 
his eyes I see again—for I have often 
been aware of it at the time—the right 
way. I ask his forgiveness for my faith- 
lessness and ask for strength to meet 
this matter when it arises again. There 
have been times when I had to re-weave 
a part of my life under this auspice. 

I hold up persons before God in inter- 
cession, loving them under his eyes— 
seeing them with Him, longing for his 
healing and redeeming power to course 
through their lives. I hold up certain 
social situations, certain projects. At 
such a time I often see things that I 
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may do in company with or that are 
related to this person or to this situation. 
I hold up the persons in the meeting and 
their needs, as I know them, to God. 
But again and again before I get 
through this far in prayer my mind has 
been drawn away by some distraction. 
Someone has come in late. Two adorable 
little girls who are sitting on opposite 
sides of their mother are almost over- 
come by delight in something which is 
much too subtle to be comprehended by 
the adult mind, the drafts in the coal 
stove need readjusting, how noisy the 
cars are out on the highway today, the 
wind howls around the corner and rattles 
the old pre-revolutionary glass in the 
window sashes. Do these rude interrup- 
tions destroy the silent prayer? Well, 
there was a time when they did, and 
there are times still when they interfere 
somewhat, but for the most part, I think 
they help. The late-comers stir me to a 
resolve to be more punctual myself—a 
fault I am all too well aware of—and I 
pass directly on in prayer, glad that they 
have come today. The little girls remind 
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me of the undiscovered gaiety in every 
cell of life that these little ‘““bon-vivants” 
know ever so well, and they remind me 
too that a meeting for worship must be 
made to reach these fierce-eyed nine- 
and ten-year-olds, and I pass on. I get 
up and open the draft in the coal stove. 
Sometimes I pray the distractions directly 
into the prayer—‘swift, hurrying life of 
which these humming motors are the 
symbol—pass by at your will—I seek the 
still water that lies beneath these surface 
waves,” or, “the wind of God is always 
blowing but I must hoist my sail,” and 
proceed with my prayer. 

When I have finished these inward 
prayers I quietly resign myself to com- 
plete listening—letting go in the intimacy 
of this friendly company and in the in- 
timacy of the Great Friend who is always 
near. At this point, one could use Robert 
Barclay’s words in describing our silent 
sitting together, “As our worship con- 
sisted not in words so neither in silences 
as silence, but in a holy dependence of 
the mind upon God; from which de- 
pendence silence necessarily follows in 
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the first place until words can be brought 
forth which are from God’s spirit.” I 
do not know what takes place here. 
Often I am sure it is nothing at all. But 
there are times when a certain slowing- 
down takes place, a certain healing seems 
to go on, a certain centering, a certain 
tendering, a certain “dependence of the 
mind upon God.” This, however, may 
come in at any point in my own directed 
prayers and take precedence over them. 
Someone asked another how long he 
ought to pray, and received the answer, 
“Long enough to forget time.” One 
might say of one’s own prayers that they 
ought to be persisted in only long enough 
to be superseded by something that takes 
a person beyond them. It is so much 
more important that we be prayed than 
that we pray. And yet the latter has 
been found to be a frequent preparation 
for the former. 

When this tendering happens in a 
meeting, one feels knit very closely to 
one’s fellow-worshipers and a particular 
sense of our common ground in the 
Father and of our life in “holy obe- 
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dience” to Him often develops. With 
this we may be brought very low and 
into a realization of the condition of 
some group with which we stand out of 
unity, whether it be the soft coal miners 
in West Virginia or the sharecroppers or 
an underprivileged group or family in 
our own neighborhood. 

Out of this leveling and this “‘gather- 
ing’ of the meeting, some vocal ministry 
often develops. I said at the beginning 
that I often thought about the meeting 
during the week. Experiences of my 
own, things that I read, a verse of poetry, 
some insight that may come while on a 
walk or in the classroom or in a personal 
visit, some passage of Scripture that has 
come up in our daily family worship, 
these are always being directed toward 
the meeting. Since we have no minister, 
all of us have a responsibility—it is not 
the abolition of ministry but the aboli- 
tion of the passive laity that the Society 
of Friends has ever striven for. One 
never brings anything to meeting with 
the certainty of giving it there, but one 
tries not to come empty. Under the in- 
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fluence of the quiet prayer and this sense 
of unity in the meeting, what light one 
brought is often completely set aside, or 
one feels that this should be reserved for 
another occasion, or it is made over, or: 
new accents, new illustrations, new sim- 
plifications are effected. The mind is 
often drawn to an entirely fresh seed 
that unfolds itself there in the conscious- 
ness of the worshipper. 

When I feel drawn to share something 
in the quiet meeting for worship, I simply 
rise and say it as briefly as I know how, 
seeking ever to “keep close to the root” 
and to avoid all vain and distracting 
ornamentation. The other worshippers 
often do not raise their heads or open 
their eyes. If they feel in unity with 
what I have shared and if it speaks to 
the condition of the meeting, out of 
which, if it be genuine, it originally 
sprang, then it becomes a seed for their 
meditation and something to search them- 
selves in regard to. If it does not, they 
pay little attention to it and continue in 
their own worship. If this or something 
given by one of the other members of 
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the meeting interprets the common need 
and exercise of the meeting, it is often 
added to by others and a common theme 
is developed that grips the mind of every 
participating worshiper who is present. 
I say “participating” worshiper, for it is 
possible to come to a Friends Meeting 
and just “sit” or perhaps wait and often 
wait in vain for someone to “‘say some- 
thing.” Perhaps in no service of wor- 
ship is so much left to the worshiper as 
ina Friends Meeting. Those who must 
have music, responsive reading, scripture 
reading, announcements and professional 
speaking to keep them aroused would 
certainly not be happy there. But the 
minister of Trinity Church, New York, 
must have had some persons in mind 
when he made his recent suggestion of 
a moratorium on preaching for a year or 
two so that those who desire to may 
worship in peace. Those persons would, 
I believe, find in the Quaker silent meet- 
ing a form of worship in which they 
could “participate.” 

After about an hour whoever happens 


to be the “head” of the meeting on that 
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day shakes hands with the person next 
to him or her and the “rise” of the meet- 
ing has come. Most of us linger and talk 
with one another for fifteen or twenty 
minutes before we leave. One of our 
members leaves directly and it is not her 
Sunday dinner that is responsible. She 
says that her cup is often so filled at 
meeting that she is not quite fit to talk 
about things in general at this point but 
feels that she must hold it full and get 
home as soon as possible to see what 
this means for her to do. “Was thee 
faithful?” and “Did thee yield?” are not 
archaic echoes of personal queries 
Friends used to ask themselves centuries 
ago in the first flush of their discovery. 
More than one member has hurried off 
to do something on which the divine 
accent has settled in the meeting. Con- 
cerns for certain social situations have 
sprung out of the meeting. Few leave 
without some refreshment, some sensitiz- 
ing, and without at least a tiny nosegay 
of those mountain flowers that Frances 
de Sales declared to be there on the 
heights waiting to be plucked by every 
true worshiper. 
LZ 


keep from being ruffled, to avoid being fussy 
and’ cumbered with cares, to hold the inner 
helm true even amid cross-currents, may mean 
more than prayer and meditation do for those 
who have only to fold their hands and sit in 
sweet peace. In any case, whether we go to 
our worship from states of quiet and peace, or 
from scenes of busy activity, let us all remem- 
ber that the one essential attitude is intention 
to seek, to find, to meet and to enjoy the in- 
finite Companion of our spirit. 

One who has never enjoyed the thrill of 
swimming has no adequate conception of what 
it means to be immersed in the cool water and 
buoyed up by its liquid mass. The unpracticed 
spectator watching the operation thinks of 
water as something in which you sink if you 
happen to fall into it. The swimmer, on the 
contrary, wonders how anybody ever sinks. 
Water seems to him made to swim in. It feels 
to him like a life-giving, life-renewing sub- 
stance in which he finds himself at his physical 
best. Somewhat so God seems to bathe and 
refresh the spirit of one who is bold enough to 
leave the material shore behind and to plunge 
into His deeps where real life begins. 

No wonder birds sing “in profuse strains of 
unpremeditated art”! They have found their 
true element. They find the air not only buoy- 
ant but invigorating. It raises life for them to 
its real glory. In God men find, too, their true 
element and atmosphere. All tired with the 
heavy effort of being good, suddenly the surge 
of a new force of life animates the soul, the 
labor ceases and the refreshed self feels car- 
ried on as though by invisible wings. 
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HE true worshipper is one who rises to 

the positive experience of the real pres- 

ence of God and who is bathed with the 
joy of that experience. The theologian seeks 
for right ideas of God; the worshipper seeks 
for God Himself. The former speaks of God 
in the third person—‘“He is”; the latter knows 
God in the second person—“Thou art, and 
Thou art my God.” It is, of all things, impor- 
tant to discover how to make this great ascent 
of soul and how to arrive at the meeting place 
where the finite spirit becomes aware of its 
Divine Companion, though it must not for a 
moment be supposed that He is far away or in 
some other country—in the remote heights or 
in the unfathomable abysses. All that is really 
needed is to get ourselves into a true condition 
to discover that He is already there. “To ar- 
rive where God is,’ as St. Augustine beauti- 
fully said, “is nothing else but to will to go— 
to will God entirely is to have Him.” 


The trouble is that most of us do not realize 
that this intention to find God as a personal ex- 
perience is the primary and essential thing in 
religion. We have become so accustomed to 
substitutes that we very easily fall back upon 
these substitutes and consider them sufficient. 
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We have bcen speaking of what 
religion seems to us to be, now a word 
about how it comes. There has been in 
our world but one Person who was per- 
fectly divine and perfectly human. He 
revealed God and He showed what it 
means to be a son. He also showed how 
to be a son, and He plainly said to the 
whole race, “I am the Way.” Religion 
means getting to God, Christ is the way, 
and love is the sign. 
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THE FOUNDATION 


by ALFRED C. GARRETT 


N the last analysis, upon what foundation 

does our religious faith rest? It has 
seemed to me that Christian faith rests upon 
two chief foundation stones, “the religious 
consciousness” and “‘the fact of Christ.” 

Philosophic thinkers say that the surest 
thing in the world—some might say the 
only sure thing—is one’s own consciousness. 
It is a happy thing, therefore, that so close 
to this certainty lies the consciousness of 
God. If we had no sense-impressions to 
disturb us, the consciousness of God‘s pres- 
ence might well be the next great certainty 
to the consciousness of our own existence. 
The old story about Helen Keller springs 
to one’s mind—wholly cut off from the 
outer world except by the sense of touch, 
when by that channel Bishop Phillips 
Brooks at last reached her mind and began 
to tell her of God, she is said to have re- 
plied, ‘I have long known Him, but I did 
not know His name.” It was an old in- 
timacy, an established certainty beside her 
own existence, this consciousness of the 
existence of a living God. 

The other foundation stone is the fact 
that such a person as Jesus Christ once 
lived. How many a desperate soul has been 


able to cling to this last fact as to a rock? 
A man may be goaded to doubt the exist- 
ence and goodness of God; but he must 
acknowledge that such a One as Jesus once 
lived. He may be led to doubt the testi- 
mony of his own senses or his own con- 
sciousness, and question the reality and re- 
liability of the Spirit of God leading him 
and working in him; but he cannot well 
deny that such a One as Jesus once lived 
and taught the way to life: “The fact of 
Christ” is like a rock. He may gravely 
doubt the truth of the Bible or the goodness 
and soundness of the Christian Church 
with its ministers and members. But Jesus 
once lived! He is the Rock! And so this 
man is satisfied, and rests in Him; and be- 
gins to reconstruct his faith and his life 
from the teachings and example of Jesus. 

I am not denying the fact that some peo- 
ple today assert that Jesus never lived— 
that the Gospels grew up from a Messiah- 
myth; and that several scholarly books have 
been written to prove it. But we have the 
testimony of a book by Professor Shirley 
Jackson Case, of Chicago, who has also 
written two lives of Jesus from the severely 
critical point of view, and whom, for that 
reason, some of us might hesitate to follow 
in some other respects, that nevertheless 
these attempts to disprove the existence or 
“historicity” of Jesus have been fully, re- 
peatedly, and conclusively refuted by far 
better scholars. Certainly there must be 
one hundred of the best scholars who as- 
sume and prove the assured historicity of 


Jesus to one who denies it. ‘The fact that 
such a person as Jesus of Nazareth once 
lived seems to be as certainly established as 
in the case of any character of ancient his- 
tory. If he never lived, then Socrates and 
Julius Caesar and many others may never 
have lived, and all past history becomes un- 
reliable. 

‘The strength of the testimony to the life 
of our Lord is not always rightly under- 
stood. It is wider and stronger than the 
Gospels. 

The question is sometimes asked, Why 
do we not hear of Jesus in the secular his- 
tories of His time? ‘The fact is there are 
four allusions to Him in such works. 
Josephus, some time before 100 A. D. 
(omitting a famous passage now held spuri- 
ous), describes the death of James, and says 
that this man was the brother of Jesus who 
was called Christ: Pliny’ in “103 -Ar.D: 
writes to the Emperor about the meetings 
of the Christians and says they sang hymns 
to Christ (evidently regarding Christ not 
only as the Founder of the sect, but as 
worthy of Divine honor). Suetonius 
speaks of tumults among the Jews in Rome 
caused by one ‘“‘Crestus,” which led to their 
expulsion. Finally the great historian ‘Taci- 
tus himself soon after 100 A. D. speaks of 
the Christians in connection with the burn- 
ing of Rome, and says the man from whom 
they were named suffered the extreme pen- 
alty during the reign of Tiberius at the 
hands of Pontius Pilate, surely a very nota- 
ble allusion. Such glimpses seem to make 


certain the reality of Jesus’ life, even though 
popular religious movements are not usually 
noted by historians. Look in histories of 
this country and see if the revivals of the 
greatest evangelists are mentioned, such as 
Finney or Moody. Such movements leave 
very slight traces, if any, in secular history. 
Yet the four above allusions to Jesus have 
come down to us. ‘They are, of course, 
independent of the Gospels, furnishing a 
wider testimony to His existence. 


Consider, further, outside the Gospels, 
the witness of Paul’s Ist Epistle to the Co- 
rinthians. Here is a letter written over 
twenty years before the first of our Gospels. 
Paul, in the 15th chapter, verses 3-8, of this 
letter, gives a fair idea of the facts about 
Jesus. It may be called the earliest ac- 
count of Christ that we have, written only 
twenty-five years after the events. And 
when we inquire when Paul learned these 
facts, the case becomes still stronger. After 
his great experience on the way to Damas- 
cus, his great passion must have been to 
learn more about the resurrection of Jesus 
—How had it occurred? How had Jesus 
appeared to others? What led up to it? 
Exactly what were the events of His life? 
And so, as soon as “‘way opened,” Paul went 
up to Jerusalem and spent two weeks there 
interviewing Peter. With what a passion 
of interest these two men must have gone 
about the city together reviewing the events 
and viewing the scenes of Jesus’ life, just as 
we try to do today if we visit Jerusalem 
nineteen centuries later. Here is where 


Paul got his greatest certainty concerning 
the facts. And twenty years later, when 
writing this 15th chapter on the general 
subject of resurrection, some of his findings 
come out. Note especially how he says 
there were about 500 eye-witnesses of the 
resurrection, most of whom (say 300 per- 
sons) are still alive after twenty years. “If 
you don’t believe me, go and talk to them; 
they are still living; and they were eye- 
witnesses, 300 of them!’ ‘Then we find 
that this visit to Peter, and examination of 
the facts must have occurred within five 
years of Jesus’ death; and we begin to real- 
ize that the “earliest account of the Life of 
Christ” (I Cor. xv: 3-8) is in some ways 
the strongest evidence about Him that we 
possess, stronger even than the Gospels. As 
Professor Bacon, of Yale, ventures to say 
regarding the resurrection, “In I Corinth- 
ians we have not only the oldest record, but 
the solitary document where a known indi- 
vidual tells us in so many words, ‘I saw 
the risen Lord.’ Could more close, direct 
and abundant evidence be obtained for many 
other events of ancient history? 


We cannot discuss the remarkable values 
within the Gospels themselves that have 
been brought out by modern scholarship, 
powerfully substantiating the reality of 
Jesus’ life, and most of its events. There 
is one thing, however, of great importance 
to observe at this point. A vast deal de- 
pends upon one’s attitude regarding the 
mystical element in religion. Do we believe 
in mysticism? Do we accept its implica- 


tions? Do we believe in real influxes from 
a larger world into our consciousness? Let 
us call it an unseen spiritual world. Do 
we believe there is personal power and in- 
telligence there? Do we believe that God, 
who is Spirit, is the Heart of that world 
and touches our consciousness? Did not 
Jesus survive death, and is He not a real 
Spiritual Power there who influences us? 
As H. G. Wood, principal of Wood- 
brooke, once said, it makes all the difference 
whether we regard Jesus simply as our 
‘Teacher and Example, or whether we find 
that a real spiritual power for righteous- 
ness comes forth from Him into us today. 
‘These are some of the things implicit in a 
mystical view of religion. If we find them 
true, then we must hold that the Letters of 
Paul, and the Johannine writings, contain 
ruth about Jesus, as well as the first three 
Gospels—‘‘revelation”’ Paul calls it—teach- 
ing, or ‘‘a gospel” received from Jesus since 
His death; and to us no picture of Him or 
His teaching is true without this enrich- 
ment. If we do not find this true, we fall 
back on the first three Gospels, and almost 
certainly begin to analyze them, to make 
sure that there are no additions, of ‘“‘revela- 
tion,’ imagination, adopted superstition, or 
the like, to their picture of “the real Jesus.” 
We will begin to seek an “irreducible mini- 
mum” of cold historic fact, trying in that 
direction to make sure of our foundation. 
In one sense this is a useful work; it may 
show how well these records will stand the 
furnace of criticism. But the results are 


not very comforting or reassuring. As they 
have been outlined in recent times, “‘the real 
Jesus” would be something like this: “A 
very pious man, with a great earnestness for 
righteousness, but no particular|plan or pur- 
pose in His life except to follow God’s 
guidance as each need arose.” ‘‘Whence 
then came His greatness?” we exclaim; a 
man like that would hardly make his mark 
in the world. But it is conceded by all that 
Jesus was one of the very greatest person- 
ages of history. There are good grounds for 
asserting that He is the greatest person of 
human history. ‘The effects of His life on 
the race are stupendous. His confessed fol- 
lowers today are one-third of the human race, 
besides an innumerable fellowship of un- 
avowed disciples. No personage of history 
has ever had such a following. It is greater 
than the greatest empires. Jesus is demon- 
strably the supreme leader; He is literally 
Lord of lords and King of kings. The 
“real Jesus” as outlined above could never 
have effected this. “The mystical view ap- 
pears vindicated; He was far more than 
appeared—immeasurable powers were His, 
whereby He triumphed over death as no 
other has, powers which reach us in unique 
efficacy today from beyond the veil. The 
Letters of Paul and the Johannine writings 
are, therefore, an indispensable part of the 
picture. The benefits that have come forth 
from Jesus have been greater than have 
come from any other; and hence His follow- 
ing has been greater than any other. 


One of the foremost Biblical scholars of 
the present day, Canon Streeter, recently 
wrote, speaking of the long discourses in the 
Gospel according to John: “John knows 
that they are interpretations of the essen- 
tials of Christianity rather than the ipsissima 
verba of the historic Jesus; but they have 
come to him through direct inspiration from 
the risen Christ Himself. That is why he 
insists, ‘Ihe Spirit shall lead you into all 
Truth. John knows quite well that his 
theology is a development of the original 
apostolic teaching, but it is a development 
directly inspired by the Spirit. It is Christ 
Himself, speaking ‘in the Spirit’ who says: 
‘I have many things to tell you but ye can- 
not bear them now’. . . John had reached 
this conclusion ; but he believed that he had 
reached it, not by his own intellectual ef- 
forts, but by direct revelation of the Spirit 
of Jesus. “The author of the Gospel claims 
that his interpretation of the Person and 
Work of Christ is a revelation of the 
Spirit.” “This expresses the mystical view 
of the Christian religion. Our “religious 
consciousness” and “‘the fact of Christ’ have 
been fused together, as the first chapter of 
John fuses them, into a single foundation 
rock. And on this foundation we are well 
justified in taking our stand. 


Copies of this and other leaflets setting 
forth the reality of Christian experience 
may be obtained free from 


FRIENDS’ BOOK STORE 
302 Arch Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


I do not. But war is not a method tor ad- 
justing international disputes any more than 
a fist fight is a method of adjusting a dispute 
among individuals, or lynching a method for 
adjusting public scandal. War is a fool’s 
errand and ought never to be undertaken. 


Our Lord came not to destroy men’s lives, 
but to save them. He could die at the hands 
of a mob, but he could not be an enemy toa 
single person in that mob. He could be put 
to death by others but he could put no man 
to death. He came to stop brothers shed- 
ding their brothers’ blood and He waits for 
His principle of brotherhood to be given a 
place in the world-wide life of men even at 
a cost like that which was paid for it at its 
first announcement. When Christians no 
longer kill one another but willingly die for 
one another, all nations shall come to know 
the love of God, which can only be made 
known as the cross perpetually proclaims it. 
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“FOR MY PART I WILL 
NOT GO TO WAR” 


By PETER AINSLIE, 
Minister, Christian Temple, Baltimore. 


“It is the business of the churches 


to make my business impossible.” 
—Field Marshal Lord Haig. 


It is heartening to observe that the num- 
ber of Christians taking a position against 
war is increasing and will continue to in- 
crease. In many instances ministers find it 
dificult to adjust themselves to this rising 
sentiment because of their past glorification 
of war, in which they conscientiously in- 
dulged, but ministers will extricate them- 
selves from this error. Many have always 
stood against it, and a much larger number 
than is usually estimated. They are saying 
with Harry Emerson Fosdick: “We are cer- 
tain that unless the churches take a clear 
and consistent stand on this matter of life 
and death to our civilization and to the 
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Statement Concerning 


the Society of 
Friends 


Adapted from the Constitution and Discipline of the 
Five Years Meeting of Friends in America, and issued 
by the Evangelistic Committee of The Yearly Meeting 
of Friends for New England. 


zi 24 | HE RELIGIOUS Society of Friends, 
eS | generally called Quakers, arose in 
| England about the middle of the 
seventeenth century. George Fox, 
its founder, began his ministry in 
1647. The position of the Friends was a 
natural outcome of the Protestant Refor- 
mation. They accepted the doctrines of the 
Apostolic Age as essentials of Christianity; 
the Fatherhood of God; the Deity and 
humanity of the Son; the gift of the Holy 
Spirit; the atonement through Jesus Christ; 
the resurrection; the ascension; the indi- 
vidual priesthood of believers. They pro- 
claim that the true baptism is that of 
Christ Himself who baptizes His people 
with the Holy Spirit, and that the true 
communion is the spiritual partaking of the 
body and blood of Jesus Christ by faith. 
The Friends find no Scriptural authority 
for any form or degree of sacerdotalism in 
the Christian Church. 


The distinguishing doctrines of Friends 
have from the beginning led them into 
special lines of service that have resulted in 
great good to, mankind. They were im- 
prisoned in great numbers in England be- 
cause they would not comply with unjust 
requirements. Their quiet endurance of 
oppression aroused the conscience of the 
nation and resulted in obtaining many of 
the blessings of civil and religious liberty 
which all now enjoy. They were the con- 
sistent and unyielding opponents of human 
slavery when they stood almost alone in 
their opposition to it. They have opposed 
war as violating the principles of Chris- 
tianity and have always advocated peaceable 
methods of settling disputes between na- 
tions. They have steadily advocated justice 
toward the North American Indian. They 
believe that oaths were forbidden by Christ, 
and they have obtained in all English-speak- 
ing countries the privilege of affirmation. 
They have advocated, and in many cases 
inaugurated, prison reform. They have been 
among’ the leaders in the rational treatment 
of the insane. 


As a guide in correcting and promoting 
the religious life of the individual and to 
keep the church in a more healthy condition, 
the following “Queries*”, prepared from time 
to time under the stress of great corporate 


concern, are read in Monthly and Quarterly 
Meetings during the year, for thoughtful 
consideration: ; 


Query 1. Are all meetings for worship 
and discipline (business) duly held, and are 
you regular and punctual in attending them? 

Query 2. Do you love one another as be- 
comes the followers of Christ? Are you 
careful of the reputation of others? When 
differences arise, do you make earnest 
efforts to end them speedily. 

Query 3. Do you earnestly seek to main- 
tain life in fellowship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ? Do you practice the daily reading 
of the Scriptures in your families, giving 
time for reverent waiting upon the Lord? 
Are you watchful not to be unduly ab- 
sorbed by temporal affairs? Are you care- 
ful to avoid all places and amusements in- 
consistent with a Christian character? 

Query 4. Do you provide for the suitable 
Christian education and recreation of your 
children and those under your care, and 
endeavor to train them for upright and 
useful lives? Are you thoughtful and care- 
ful to supervise their social activities and 
to guard them against harmful reading and 
evil associates? Do you encourage them to 
read and study the Scriptures? Do you 
prayerfully seek the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit on your efforts for their conversion 
and growth in grace? 

Query 5. Do you abstain from the use of 
intoxicating liquor as a beverage? Do you 
faithfully encourage by example, vote and 
jury duty the enforcement of all laws and 
regulations relative to the traffic in intoxi- 
cating liquor and narcotics? Do you in- 


telligently exercise your constitutional priv- 
ilege of the franchise and thus seek to pro- 
mote Christian influence locally, nationally 
and internationally? 

Query 6. Do you consistently practice 
Jesus’ spirit and teaching of love and good- 
will to men? Do you support every Chris- 
tian movement to do away with war and 
preparation for war? Do you endeavor to 
make clear to all whom you can infiuence 
and especially our own youth, that war is 
utterly un-Christian and cannot be reconciled 
with the spirit of Christ? 

Query 7. Do you observe simplicity in 
your manner of living? Do you frequently 
inspect your affairs and settle your ac- 
counts? Are you careful to live within 
your income and avoid involving yourself 
in business beyond your ability to manage? 
Are you just in your dealings, punctual to 
your promises, prompt in the payment of 
your debts and free from defrauding the 
‘ public revenue? Do you refrain from tak- 
ing or administering oaths? Are the neces- 
sities of those likely to require aid inspected 
and relieved? 

Query 8. Do you make diligent effort to 
acquaint yourselves and those under your 
care with the spiritual needs of the world; 
and do you support by prayer and system- 
atic giving those who are laboring to extend 
Christ’s Kingdom ? 

* Adopted and used by the Yearly Meetings which 


constitute The Five Years Meeting of Friends in 
America. 
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THE ESSENTIALS OF CHRISTIANITY 


Max I. REIcH 


M ANY attempts have been made to answer 

the important question: WHAT IS. 
ESSENTIAL TO CHRISTIANITY? Many 
learned books have been written on this sub- 
ject. Buta tendency may be observed in many 
of them to answer the question by placing the 
emphasis on one or other aspect of the matter 
under consideration as if a part were the 
whole. It is necessary, in order to get a bal- 
anced view of the truth, to look at Christianity 
from more than one side. 


(1) In human history, Christianity first ap- 
peared to the world as a Life. The Pagan 
world was simply astonished at the transforma- 
tion which had come over the confessors of 
the Name of Jesus. They began to exhibit a 
new character. A new type of man had come 
to birth in the Christian church. The ancient 
philosophies had developed noble ethics in 
many directions. But philosophy could only 
appeal to the cultured few; on the other hand, 
Christianity appeared as a life of brotherly 
love, of purity, humility, unselfishness, meek- 
ness, truthfulness, fearlessness in the presence 
of suffering and death in such as were not only 
ignorant of philosophy, but of whom many had 
but recently lived in all the vices and corrup- 
tions of their pagan upbringing. Well might 
the Apostle Paul speak of Christianity as 
“Newness of Life.’ For it was the life the 
Christians lived that convinced and conquered 
the ancient world. What the Law was too 
weak to provide among the Jews; what the 


ethical codes and rules of the men of Attica 
could not create among the Gentiles; Christi- 
anity succeeded in setting forth in the changed 
lives of the humble and lowly converts who 
had gathered to its ensign. 


(2) But this raises another query: What 
was the secret of this marvelous change? And 
as we ponder it, it will become evident that 
Christianity is more than a life to be lived. 
It is an experience to be felt. Back of the new 
life was a new power that had taken possession 
of the convert. Interrogate the primitive wit- 
nesses, and they will tell you: We have re- 
ceived the Spirit of the living Christ; and if 
we are not the people we once were; if the 
chains that bound us hand and foot are broken; 
if we are free from the domination of our 
lower nature; it is because the Spirit of Christ 
liveth in us. He creates a purer, higher, richer 
life than the most highly developed life “in the 
flesh.” Read again the documents of the early 
Christian Church—the New Testament—and 
you will see how, back of the wonderful wit- 
ness of that Church which turned the pagan 
world upside down, and which, in one genera- 
tion planted the Kingdom of Christ in every 
part of the Roman empire; in face of the 
fierce opposition of the entrenched powers of 
darkness, was the experience of the Spirit. A 
Fountain of love, joy, purity, and healing fer- 
tilized the inner life and could not but flow 
out in the streams of blessing into the world 
around. 


(3) We must now inquire how this marvel 
was made possible. Did this all-transforming 
experience come about by accident? Why did 
it show itself in some and not in others? Every 
effect must have had a cause. What produced 
this experience? How was this Spirit re- 
ceived? We shall find as we look into the 
heart of this inquiry, that Christian Experience 
does not hang in the air, it is vitally connected 
with the Christian Message. A wonderful 
Story had been proclaimed in the world, and 


as men came to reflect on he meaning of that 
Story, a new conception of God, man, life, 
death, this world and the Beyond, illuminated 
their understanding and profoundly affected 
their behavior. Christianity is indeed a Life to 
be lived, and an experience to be felt. But it 
is all this because it is a STORY to be believed 
and a TEACHING to be understood. 


THE STORY 


There was a Story told to a wondering world 
of One who had lived a life none other man 
had ever lived before; who had said things 
none other man had ever uttered; who had 
done works none other man had ever wrought. 
That Story went on to tell how that life, too 
beautiful to have been invented, closed in the 
tragedy of crucifixion, which seemed to give 
the lie to all that had been claimed for Him,— 
that One who not only lived in the world of 
the Beautitudes which He had uttered, but who 
shewed how He was able to bring others into 
that world. But Lo! the Cross of shame was 
not the last word. It was followed by the 
triumph of the Resurrection. So the Story 
leaves Him with us still, as THE CONQUER- 
ING CHRIST. 


THE TEACHING 


As men came to reflect on that Story, its in- 
ner meaning became more and more clear to 
them. That pure and sinless life was the revela- 
tion of the Father. The glory of God shines 
in the Face of Jesus Christ. It was the in- 
visible God told out in the terms of a human 
Personality. That strange death was more 
than a martyrdom. When with a loud voice, 
He cried, “It is Finished,” the veil of the tem- 
ple was rent in twain from the top to the bot- 
tom. The types and shadows of the Jewish 
Law were now superseded by the glorious 
revelation of God as interpreted by Jesus. His 


finished obedience, while in our human nature, 
was an act of reparation to God, in a world 
where our sin had dishonored Him. “That 
lonely death struggle in the darkness,” to quote 
the words of Lowell, was the act of the sinless 
One identifying Himself with the world’s sin 
in sacrificial and vicarious love. His rising 
again was therefore not only His own personal 
vindication; it was the public declaration of 
the release of His people, i. e., those who by 
penitent faith are identified with Him. Well 
might St. Paul triumphantly declare, “He was 
delivered for our offenses, and was raised again 
for our justification.” 


We may indeed be glad that Christianity is 
not a religion of mere dogmatical definitions, 
any more than of external institutions. If we 
in living faith touch but the hem of Christ’s 
garment, we shall be healed. There is virtue in 
the least fragment of the Bread of Life. 
Nevertheless the Christian message appeals to 
our understanding as well as to our will and 
to our affections. As the Story is believed, as 
the message is understood, the Experience 
which makes the Life possible, is wrought in the 
soul. The coming of the Spirit into our hearts 
confirms the Story of Christ’s coming into the 
world, and makes good im us, what He has 
made good for us. And if the Apostolic life 
is once more exhibited to the world, our twen- 
tieth century will witness a repetition of the ex- 
pansion and extension of the Christian Church 
of the first two centuries, till the uttermost 
parts of the earth confess Jesus Christ as Lord 
of all. 
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Copies of this and other leaflets setting forth the reality 
of Christian experience may be obtained from 


FRIENDS’ BOOK STORE 
302 Arch Street Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Georgia. (Of necessity she be-|taking them home at night. ‘ities weekendd at the Lakeside Pre-|ciaries of her unselfish, kindly and 
came a midwife.) Hall prepared the proper formulas|ventorium in Hoxsie. amazingly efficient ministrations 
“But I have never lost a motherjfor each baby and sent enough] In 1924 she accepted the chal-|(which) have been of those ele- 
in all the years I was down there,” |home with the mother to last until/lenge to work among the people|ments of our citizenship to which 
she said. the next day. on Georgia plantations and went|they came as a godsend in sore] 
Retired Now “But we realized that method|south for what was to be a quar-jhours of need.” ny 
Now ta pleasant, modest, gray- might be bettered,” she said. “The ter-century project. Her departure “has left a void in 
haired, blue-eyed woman, her mothers, I knew, could not all The people were so easy to the community life of Thomas 
work is over and she has retired.|Keep the prepared milk under the teach and so grateful for all I did County which will be most difficult, 
Because of) her, innumerable ba-|Proper refrigeration at-home. The for them,” Miss Hall says. __|if indeed not impossible to fill,” the 
bies, unlike her, have grown up|thing to do was to teach the wom- She returned to Providence in| resolution concludes. 
with mothers to look after them|¢n how to prepare feedings at|1950, retiring after 44 years’ serv- rhe Sarena 
and now many of them. are|home themselves. ice as a district nurse, 


mothers themselves. And so began in Providence, as J eae at cotcel ays 

a elsewhere, the now generally ac- PEP igh hie rrighia dtl 

Not long ago, Miss Hall saw Pa aie aa ok; ie f ata a watch her Southern friends gave 
a graphic result of her work. It|C€Pted methods Of Daby feeding. 


her ina iati I 
was when she was a hospital patient Worked at Lakeside PE y ecene O Hey vormnee 


; ; a resolution of commendation from | 
herself that something about one of} Miss Hall remembers Dr. Herl-|the Thomasville, Ga., Board of Com-| 


her nurses attracted her attention./wyn R. Green, brother of Sen. Theo-| missioners of Roads and Revenues.| 
Upon inquiry, she learned that the\dore Francis Green. Dr. Green, | 


It calls attention to her “long pe-| 
name was the same as that of alnow of Palo Alto, Calif., went tolriod of years in alleviating the suf-| 


tiny wisp of humanity she hadithe day camp regularly to givelferin iti 
: gs of a vast number of the citi- 
brought into the world years be-| medical advice. zens “of this county, without re- 


fore. During her early days here, Miss/gard to race, color or creed” and to 


She remembers having wrapped 3 Nee “viher ; 
thecchiid weighing! oniven wound all also did considerable work'‘‘the large number of the benefi- 


and six ounces at birth, in cotton 

batting and having placed her in alf 
bureau drawer. She saw to it that/#f 
the baby was fed every hour with|§ 
a medicine dropper, enlisting the|#® 
aid of neighbors to spell one an- 

other in the feeding operation. her! 


nurse-midwife, with all her other|f 
patients to look after, could not do' 
Mca alone.) fc 


j 


ei 


Fine, Healthy Woman : 
At birth the baby was so smallif 


that a wedding ring easily could be 


MISS ALICE HALL helped others avoid a lonely childhood. 


A Rhode Island Profile 


Service to Babies Her Aim 
_ During 44 Years as Nurse 


By DOROTHY PRATT 


East Side back in the days when 

Miss Alice Hall of 150 Doyle|Miss Hall helped to Jaunch the 
Avenue, for 44 years a district|district nurse program of pediatric] _ 
nurse, knows what it means to beljinstruction and care ‘which now| 


brought up without a mother. is widely followed. And they lived 
Her own mother died when shejon the plantations of Thomas 
was an infant. She has spent her/County, Georgia. The only district 
. working years caring for-mothers|nurse in the whole of ‘Thomas 
and their babies so. that the chil-|County, she often drove in her car 
dren would not be lonely as she{100 miles a day over bumpy, back- 
was in her childhood. . country red clay roads to be on 
_ The mothers and their babies|hand for as many as three con- 
that Miss Hall looked after forjfinements in 24 hours. 
more than four decades lived in} Miss Hall cannot.remember how 
South Providence and the lower|many babies she delivered — 


a SAE PRE LE A 


in to. 


slipped over her fist and well up 
onto her arm, But the day she en-j 
tered Miss Hall’s hospital room, she: 
was a fine, healthy young woman] 
linked to that handful of baby only|| 
by name. see oi 
As a student nurse Miss Halll] 
was given training and experience 
by the. Providence : District Nurs-/f 
ing ASsociation before graduation|f 
from Rhode Island Hospital in/f 
1906. (She also had trained at the 
Providence Lying-In Hospital). 
Miss Hal] became the fourth full- 
time PDNA nurse when, at the in- 
vitation of Miss Mary S. Gardner, | 
association director, she went. to} 
work for the association directly |} 
after her graduation. 


Headquarters, then were in the: 
old Butler Exchange on Westmin- 
| 


ster Street. There nurses assembled 
in their long, full, flowing. skirts: 
and funny little hats so different 
from the trim. uniforms of today. 
Climbed East Side Hill 
There wasn’t any East Side tun- 
nel in those days, and Miss Hall] 
remembers having to scale Water- 
man Street hill in winter time with 
ice creepers on her high shoes to! 
keep her footing. se 
Miss Hall also helped to start 
the district nurses’ children’s day|} 
camp at Carrington House on Wil- 
liams Street. Working mothers or 
older children brought babies there 
cared for during the day; 
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Annual Report of the Womans Missionary Society 
of Providence Monthly Meeting, 


For I1931,& 1932. 
Our year's work began with a meeting held at the 
Friends Meeting House in Providence.in Oetober, and with 
another extra session during the winter we have a total of 


nine meetings to report this year. 
é At the first meeting we 


had the company of Katherine Haviland, at Home from Ram 
Allah, who had spoken earlier in the afternoon before a 
branch of the Womans Christian Temperance Union,interesting 
the group with her experiences and the life and customs of 


the women of Palestine. 
The special meeting in November was 


held at Lincoln School,when Esther B. Baird/zlso at home on 
furlough, told of her work in India and of the many impro- 
vements in living conditions in the lives of the women of 
that country,as well as in life in general, that have been 
achieved Tueiee her labors of almost a quarter of century. 


du 
Later in the year Dr. Khalil Totah was present at a 


meeting and interested us with ace ounts of the lid 
busy life and interests of the people connected with the 
Mission schools at RamAllah,showing pictures of the build- 


ings and some of the workers. 
We have studied and reviewed 


the book" Christ Comes to the Village", for our literary 
programs ,together with some definite items of news from one 


of our Mission Fields at each meeting. 
The reading contest 


has claimed the usual interest,- 2. taking an active 


part. The Society contributed toward the expenses of a 


Treasure Chest and lunches for the ehildren of Porto Rico 


and purchased ten dollars($I0.00) worth of materials which 
was made up into garments for the children of coal sections 
of West Va.- In addition to these items we sent a econtribu- 
tion of $15.00 to the Friends SErvice Committee for relief 
work and a box of clothing to the headquarters in Phila. 


The children of Saylesville Bible school sent a Christ- 
mas Box to the children of the Tennessee Mountains district, 
most of the artieles being made for this purpose at the Va- 


cation Bible School. 
The knitted afghan is completed and issto go to 


the Mission at RamAllah,with Katherine Haviland. 


Saylesville Bible school has given their usual contri- 
bution to our treasury. Our total receipts for the year has 


been$ , 
Our membership twenty-five. 
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Providence R-I. 


May , I2"- 1932. 
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Treasure Chest and lunehes for the ehildren of Porto Rico 
and purchased ten dollars($I0.co) worth of materials which 
was made up into garments for the children of coal sections 
of West Va.- In addition to these items we sent a contribu- 
tion of $15.00 to the Friends SErvice Committee for relief 
work and a box of clothing to the headquarters in Phila. 


The ¢children of Saylesville Bible school sent a Christ- 
mas Box to the children of the Tennessee Mountains district, 
most of the articles being made for this purpose at the Va- 
cation Bible School. 
The knitted afghan is completed and issto go to 


the Mission at RamAllah,with Katherine Haviland. 


Saylesville Bible school has given their usual contri- 
bution to our treasury. Our total receipts for the year has 
been$ , ow 
| Our membership twenty-five. 


Respectfully submitted.- 
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READING GOURSE 
LIST 


ns 


Missionary Groups 


of the 


General Synod 


Reformed Church in the 
United States 


1932-1955 


“Be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind.”—Romans 12:2 


“Books are the windows through which the 
soul looks out.’”—Henry Ward Beecher 


A BOOK....Between its covers may lie pos- 
sibilities which lead to noble or degraded living 
....Does safety then lie in having nothing to 
do with books? For answer let us turn to 
those who live without them,—to those who are 
too busy, too indifferent, too unlettered to read. 
For our pains we find superstition, prejudice, 
fear....a high price for ignorance and one 
which few desire to pay.....Safety does not 
he in doing without books but in choosing the 
right kind. 

The purpose of the Reading Course is to as- 
sist in choosing what to read. In its prepara- 
tion we think particularly of those whose daily 
tasks take most of their time, who turn to 
books for recreation, inspiration and informa- 
tion. Annually there is a stupendous, almost 
measureless volume of literature published. 
The endless stream of books daily put into cir- 
culation, renders choosing from titles a game 
of chance. The likelihood of finding a satis- 
factory book is comparable to the mariner find- 
ing the desired port on an unchartered sea. 
....The Reading Course is the Chart. 


In using the “Chart” most of us want some 
way of checking-up. Some reward for work 
well done. To satisfy this desire, the diploma 
and seals have been provided.....But even be- 
yond the diploma and seals, the sense of at- 
tainment is the greatest reward. 


Check all the books you are reporting for 
this year; insert, in space below, the total 
number of units, and hand this leaflet to your 
Secretary of Literature on April 1, 1933. For 
each 50 units—a diploma; for each 25 above the 
50, a seal. 


Cloth Paper 
*Orient Steps Out, The—Mary Jen- 
ness 
*Our Parish in India — Isabel’ 
Brown Rose 1.00 


Canse 2.00 
*Spirit Fire—Lereine Ballantyne. 1.50 
*Spirit of Piney Woods, The— 

Laurence C. Jones 1.00 
*Spirit of the Street, The—Pris- 

cilla Holton 
*Winnebago Finds a Friend, The 

—Arthur V. Casselman 75e (Board) 
*Young Revolutionist, The—Pearl 


Biography 


units each 


Albert Schweitzer—John Dickin- 
son Regester 1.50 

*Beginning Again at Ararat—Ma- 
bel FE. Elliott 1.00 
*China’s Children—J. R. Saunders 1.25 

*Chinese Twice Born — Charles EH. 
1.50 


1.00 
Grandmother Brown’s Hundred 
Years—Harriet Conner Brown 1.00 
*Jolly Journal, A —TJsabel Craw- 
ford 1.50 
*Livingstone, David — W. P. Liv- 
ingstone 1.50 
*Men Who Played the Game—Ar- 
cher Wallace 1.00 


*Men Who Stood Alone — Mary 
Jenness 1.00 


Miracle Lives of China—Rosalind 
and Jonathan Goforth 


*Sons of Africa—G. A. Gollock... 1.50 
5 


/ 
[ve 


Cloth Paper 
*Three Arrows: The Young Buffa- 
lo Hunter—E. Ryerson Young 1.00 .75 
*Torchbearers in China — Basil 
Mathews and Arthur E. South- 
on L002 TS 
*Women Builders — Sadie Iola 
Daniel 


Microbe Hunters—Paul de Kruif 1.00 


pt fo toth 32 sn Qu. F 
b 


so fs S~ ‘Periodicalt¥«2% Rarvocate 
2 units for current year’s issues 
(April to March) 


*Missionary Review of the World / So 
—monthly—$2.50 per year A fe ff 
*Outlook of Missions—monthly 

$1.00 per year 

38% units 

*Reformed Church Messenger — 

weekly—$2.50 per year 
*Christian World — weekly—$2.25 

per year 
Kirchenzeitung — weekly — $2.50 

per year. 


Fiction 
Sap each 


Black Soil—Josephine Donovan 

*Chinaberry Tree, The — Jessie 
Fauset 

*Daughter of the Land, A—Gene 
Stratton Porter 

*Easy Street — Elizabeth Stancy 
Payne 

*Enchanted Canyon, The—Honoré 
Willsie 

*Folkhouse—Ruth Sawyer 

*Furnace, The—Daniel A. Poling. 
(Limited Supply) 

6 


Cloth Paper 


*Giants in the Earth—O. E. Réol- 
vad 
*Jane 


*Mulberry Square — Lida Larri- 
more 

*Sham—Joseph Hocking 

*Sophie—F'rances R. Sterrett 

*Soul of Ann Rutledge, The—Ber- 
nie Babcock 

*Trailmakers of the Middle Border 
—Hamlin Garland 

*White Bird Flying, 
Streeter Aldrich 


: General 


t)) . 
2 units each 


*Ben Hur—Lew Wallace (any l- 
brary edition) 

Between Two Worlds— Daniel A. 
Poling 

By the Waters of Babylon—Lowis 
Wallis 

*Challenged — Caroline Atwater 
Mason 

*Clash of Color, The—Basil Mat- 
thews 

*Clever Country — Caroline Gard- 
ner 

Dry America—Atticus Webb.... 

*Gods of Wealth and War—James 
L. Stewart 

*Lash, The—Harden Greaves 

*Master of Chaos, The — Irving 
Bacheller 

*Sunrise of the Menominees— 
Phebe Jewell Nichols 

Two Gentlemen of China — Lady 
Hosie 


i 


75 
1.00 
15 


75 


75 
2.00 
2.00 
1.00 
A257 315 


1.50 
00 


2.00 
30 ~=.10 


2.00 
2.50 


AS 
% units each 
Cloth Paper 
Clash of World Forces, The—Ba- 
sil Mathews 
*Daughter of the Samurai, A—E. 
Sugimoto 3.00 
*Grass Roof,- The—Younghill Kang. 3.00 
Present-Day Summons, The— 
John R. Mott 2.50 
*Russia—My Home—Emma Coch- 
TON PONAfAING ET. . ce eee 3.50 


* Recommended especially for girls. 


Prices subject to change without notice 


With every cash order for $10 worth of 
Reading Course books, a $1.00 book will be 
sent free of charge. Kindly designate book 
desired. 


CASH MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER. 


Combination of orders sent at different times 
will not entitle you to this offer. 


Woman’s Missionary Society, 
Reformed Church in the U. S., 
416 Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race St., Philadelphia, Pa., 


or 
2969 West 25th St., Cleveland, Ohio 
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To the Board of Foreign Missions, 

of the Yearly Meeting of Priends for 
Dear Priends: ! 
As my prosent arrangement: with the Board is supposed to 
cease September first I deom 1t expedient to lay the entire situation | 
before you in order that there may be a thorough understanding betwee Ks 
us. ea pee 4 : 
: one year ago when I returned to Palestine from the finance 1 
campaign in this shinies while still on the Mediterranean I began to | 
have attacks of Syrian fever which continued bi-weekly for several | 
months. This very naturally aroused grave fears lest I should not be 
able to go on with the work. in the fall came the war crisis and — ce 
attendant strain so that when we left Palestine I weighed twenty pounds 
below normal, The matter of my health coupled with the thought of my | 
responsibility to my family has naturally made me seriously consider 
whether the tine might not be at hand when I would be compelled to lay 
down the foreign end of the work and if pétettte locate so I could 
assist as much as possible in maintaining the home interest. 

Furthermore I have for a long time realized that a younger 
man with adequate preparation ark’ time to acquire familiarity with the 
Arable would do much more effective work than I have ever done. I can 
think of several such who will tenn be available. At the same time I 
realize that after this intermission in the work, with a possible change. 
in the government of the lami, some of the most complex problema will 
face us and that it fe greatly to be desired that some one familiar with 
the situation should be at the helm for several years. 
i think that the saerifices which some of us have been 

Gompelled to make will not allow you to doubt our loyalty to the work. 
Personal interest would prompt us to settle down at this time in this 


Country. If conselenee would allow us to do this we would do it at once 
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a <e assure you ‘that ny intorest in the future welfare of the work 4 

bays ; ey eh 3 tae oie SI (ee ere 2 ‘ E ting a, 

er tps | Fakestine: wean by no means abate, re ae ; s 4 im ae Ye ae tH, ox * mae ie n 

2 ores oe it the > Board dostres thet we should hola hee: oe Ps 
ert p are oe ‘ 


= ba Bing a | , 


Pat a 


Pete ford, L tor ® vorke in the School of > hteetone, : to ao ) tats 1 vould ne ees. 


vn ii > 
a. ye: fe. ‘ 


‘ me the re: ay fandy & thousand dollars @ year vunta woe cia 


i ae 
- tng « concerning « our * personal Interests evatting the ection of tne ay oD 
2 “tine and not tefer | this matter to ay comitves. 


| We are forwarding at this time a Atttle over g2600 to 
: “Ram Alleh thea the Ameriean Board and the amertean Consulate at ieee 
Bory fees oS 
Cie of this nearly $600 have been sent, to me by Syrian people : i 


ccf fete country fer thats i <= Pasi ein 


A number or neney censored letters from Ram aden have 


ee Se been received lately mat we are assured by our friends that the ry 
has not suffered. se, kel 


- igh 
t Pe 
be 
2 ee 


 Qur girl teachers 104 by Wadesh Metri are deing’ noble oer lee 
with the women and children of Ram Allah and —— should be upheld Ca er 
our garnest prayers. } 


“§ iy | ‘ Your fyiond in the service of the Master *, Phe 3 
Bent Pia Bh Sf ee 
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Annual Reoort of the Woman's Missionary Society of 


Providence Monthly Meeting, for 1930-&-I93I. 

The Woman's Missionary Society began the years 
work in October and has held the regular eight meetings 
this year. The exercises have been alon€ similar lines 
as that of other years but the program has varieditn some 
details.- 

At the first meeting a playlet was given by:a 
group of ladies representing a branch of the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union and no other program was pre- 
pared for that day. At the other meetings we have had inte 
resting reviews from the study book,-A Cloud of Witnesses —— 


precea@ded by accounts from our different mission fields, 
which have given us a more definite kmowledge of our 
missionaries and a better idea of conditions under which 
they serve. 

The study book has comprised short biograp- 
ical accounts of a number. of women and girls of foreign 
countrieswho have come under the influence and teachings 
of missionaries and have developed into strong workers 

in schools, hospitals and christian homes. 


The reading contest was /more generally observedand 
was made especially interesting by the leader arranging 
the readers into three groups and creating a bit of Friend 
ly rivalry among them, some--/+- took part and about---- - 
books were read, not including magazines and periodicals. 


The Work Committee: inspired a number of the members 
to take up knitting work and a-number-of squares have 
been contributed toward making an afghan, which we trust 
will yet be completed. 

3 Our contributions have ‘been en- 
couraging, the amount sent to the Yearly Meetings W. M. 8. 
Treasurer was more than jJast year. We acklowledge a sub- 
stantial contribution from the Saylesville Bible School, 
and also from the Peckham and Tetlow bequests, which are 
in the care of Providence Monthly Meeting. 
Our receipts amounted to Se i fg 


Our membership has been ae L/O ~ 


4 | A 
oe 


Respectfully submitted--- 
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Calendar 


of 


The Yearly Meeting, of Friends 
for New England 


Sixth Month 20 to 25, 1933 


Ocean Park, Maine 


Two Hundred and Seventy-Third Session 


Tuesday, Sixth Month 20 


Meeting on Ministry and Oversight. 


4.00 P. M. 
5.15 P. M. 


7.00 P. M. 


8.30 P. M. 


Executive Committee of the Woman’s Missionary 
Society. ¥ , 


Conference of Workers led by A. Edward Kelsey 
and Arthur Santmier on the topic, ‘“‘The love of 
Christ constraineth me.” 


Meeting of Permanent Board. 


Wednesday, Sixth Month 21 


8.30—9.15 A. M. 
9,30—11.30 A. M. 


11.45 A. M.—12.15 P. M. 
2.00 P. M. 
B.0010 ¥) ML. 


7.30 P. M. 


Devotional Meeting. 


Business Meeting, Roll Call of Representatives. 
Receiving Visiting Ministers. Records of Per- 
manent Board. Foreign and American Epistles. 


Bible Half-Hour, Rufus M. Jones. 
Annual Meeting of Woman’s Missionary Society. 


Business Meeting—Reports of Missionary Com- 
mittee (60), American Friends Board of Missions 
(25), Associated Executive Committee on Indian 
affairs (10), Woman’s Missionary Society (5), 
Disbursement of H. H. Mosher Fund (20). 


Public Meeting under care of Woman’s Missionary 
Society. Address—‘‘Christianity in China Today” 
by Arthur O. Rindon, Foochow, China, 


Thursday, Sixth Month 22 


8.30—9.15 A. M. 


9.30 A. M. 
8.30 P. M. 
7.30 P.M. 


11.45 A. M.—12.15 P. M. 
2.00 P. M. 


7.30 P. M. 


Devotional Meeting. 


Consideration of State of Society which includes 
reports from Committees on Evangelistic and 
Church Extension work and Bible Schools. 


Bible Half-Hour—Rufus M. Jones. 


Public Meeting under care of Committee on Bible 
Schools—‘‘The Teacher’s Spiritual Preparation” 
by Alice C. Gifford. ‘‘The Book of Books”— 
Harold N. Tolefson. ‘*Winning the Children”’— 
Corona R. Cook. 


Address ‘The Imperative Imperial” by Rev. 
Clarence S, Roddy, Pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Portland, Maine. 


Friday, Sixth Month 23 


8.30—9.15 A. M. Devotional Meeting. 


9.30—11.30 A. M. Business Meeting. Reports of Committees on 
Community Welfare and Suppression of the 
Liquor Traffic (20), Education (380), Moses 
Brown and Lincoln Schools (35), Oak Grove 
Seminary (35). 

11.45 A. M.—12.15 P. M. Bible Half-Hour, Rufus M. Jones. 


2.15—3.30 P. M. Business Meeting. Peace and Service Committee 
(60). Address, ‘‘The Role of the Christian in our 
Economic Order” by Devere Allen, contributing 
editor to ‘‘The World Tomorrow.” Unfinished 
business (15). 

3.30—6.00 P. M. Recreation. 


Tou Poo. Public Meeting under care of Committee on Com- 
munity Welfare and Suppression of the Liquor 
Traffic. Address ‘‘Common Sense and the Liquor 
Problem” by Clayton M. Wallace. 


Saturday, Sixth Month 24 
8.30—9.15 A. M. Devotional Meeting. 


9.30—11.80 A. M. Business Meeting. Reports of Board of Care and 
Relief (15), S.N. P. Dixon Trust (5), Treasurer 
(10), Auditors (15), Finance Committee (20), 
Gospel Service (5), Correspondence (40), Other 
business (20). 

11.45 A. M.—12.15 P. M. Bible Half-Hour, Rufus M. Jones. 


1.30 P. M. Business Meeting of Young Friends. 


S.001PE ML: Business Meeting. Reports of Young Friends Ac- 
tivities (20), Committee on Peace and Service (70). 
Address by Ray Newton of American Friends 
Service Committee. Unfinished Business (30). 


7.80PM; Public Meeting under care of Board of Young 
Friends Activities. Service—‘‘The Passion of 
Quakerism”’—A George Fox Pageant—presented 
by Oak Grove Students, 


Sunday, Sixth Month 25 


8.45—10.00 A. M. Bible Memory Contest by children from 
the Bible Schools. 


10.30 A. M.—2.30 P. M.—7.30 P. M. Public Meetings for Worship. 


NOTES 


All sessions will be held on Daylight Saving Time. 


All business and other meetings will be held in the Temple. 


Jordan Memorial Building will be used for Committee meetings and the 
meetings of the Permanent Board. 


Friends are urged to be prompt in attendance upon Committee Meetings. 


Porter Memorial Hall is to be given over for the use of the Junior 
Yearly Meeting. 


Leaders of the morning Devotional Meetings are respectfully requested to 
begin and close the meetings promptly in order to avoid being unnecessarily 
disturbed by others gathering for the business sessions, 


Make it a habit to consult the Bulletin Board frequently, that you may be 
sure of the hour and place of meeting. 
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Red Tape—and Red Skins | 
_ We read and printed with much satisfaction the | 
dispatch from Washington telling how two Philadel- | 
phians in Government service have “CUT THE RED | 
TAPE OF A CENTURY.” 

The two red tape cutters are Charles J. Rhoads, | 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and his assistant, 
J. Henry Scattergood. Philadelphians both. | 

They were appointed by President Hoover to RE-| 
FORM the service. And they are doing it! 

The essence of the reorganization is establishment | 
of better defined authority and more rigid responsi- 
bility; closer contact between the executives in Wash-.| 
ington and the field workers on the reservations. : 

Clearly, President Hoover made no mistake when 
he came to this city for a couple of Friends to reform 
the Indian Bureau. : 

What they are doing is important because it coun- 
teracts the ever-increasing disappointment with 
bureaucracy. | 

We have too much Government. Too many over-| 
lapping governmental authorities. ‘Too much dupli-| 

cation and waste. Too much avoidance of responsi-| 
| bility by local units passing the buck to those higher | 
- up—cities to the State, States to the Federal estab- | 
. lishment; and conversely, too much invasion of the) 
- smaller field by the higher unit of Government. And | 
hay in all departments, municipal, county,|. State and 


4 


national, FAR too much red tape, and clashing of | 
legislative and administrative authority. | 

Bureaucracy gave us the Farm Board, increasing | 
the distress for whose relief it was created. | 
| What Messrs. Rhoads and Scattergood are doing | 
‘is to demonstrate that a Government bureau CAN be| 
conducted with business efficiency—if Congress will 
refrain from interference, and when the bureau | 
heads are men of purpose uncontaminated by poli- | 
tics. | 


Beautifully finished, heavy-gauge pew- 
ter in these two popular items! Good 


values, 
Aisle 12, Market Stree: 


Sterling Silver 
Steak Sets, $2.65 
Attractive plain pattern in the popular 
bright finish. Stainless steel blades and 


tines, 
Aisle 12, Market Strees 


’r 200 Percale House 
Dresses, $1.35 


Women’s or Misses’ sizes in these at- a 
tractive percale Dresses, Long, half § 
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